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ABSTRACT 

This report presents the results of _ the fourth 
testing cycle of the Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS), a 
statewide basic skills. test for students in grades 3 and 5 and in 
high school (exit level) of the Austin Independent School District 
(AISD). The TABS measures basic performance objectives in 
mathematics, reading, and writing. The general findings of this 
report are: (1) from 1980 to 1983, the general trend has been upward, 
with the greatest improvement at grade 3; (2) although White students 
still outperform Hispanic and Black students, overall, the gains for 
minorities were greater over the past 3 years than the gains for 
White students; (3) AISD's minimum competency requirements 
graduation are higher than the state-adopted minimum competency level 
for the TABS; AISD graduates must perform at a higher level of 
mastery than that required by the state for mastery on the TAB; and 
(42 the topic for the writing sample has changed every year; 
comparison of writing scores across years in not advisable. (PN) 
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Errata 



A computer failure at Westinghouse Data Score Systems (TAB£ contractor 
for TEA) caused the writ ten composition scores of AO ninth-grade students 
from Anderson High School to be tabulated as zero for both composition 
and handwriting. Corrected reports are expected from TEA but were riot 
received in time to be included in this report. 

The corrections will increase the percentage of ninth-grade students 
at Anderson High School mastering the objectives measured by the 
written compos it ion arid mas tering the total writing test by f ive 

ngrrQntggQ points . 



Distf ictwide , these corrections will produce an increase of one per - 
centage point mastering the written composition objectives as well 
as the total writing test. 

These changes must be considered when looking at all the figures 
and tables in this report. 

Corrected reports will be sent to Anderson High School and affected 
students as soon as they are received from TEA. Corrected data will 
be available at ORE and will be provided upon request . 
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ABSTRACT 

Title: TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF BASIC SKILLS (TABS): 1982-83 Final Technical 
Report: Executive Summary 

Contact Persons : Evangel in a Mangino, Glynn Ligon 

No . Pages : 52 



This report presents the results of the fourth testing cycle of the Texas 
Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS), a statewide basic skills test for 
students in grades three and five and in high school (exit level). The 
TABS measures basic performance objectives in mathematics, reading, and 
writing . 

Caution must be used when interpreting comparisons across the last four 
years for three reasons: 

Each objective is measured by only four items, and most of these 
items have been changed each year. 

The topic of the writing sample exercise lias changed each year. 

Only limited technical and statewide data are available (none at 
this time for 1983) for comparison and analysis . 



The general findings of this report are: 

From 1980 to 1983, the general trend has been upward, with the 
most improvement at grade three. 

Although White students still outperform Hispanic and Black 
students, overall, the gains for minorities were greater over 
the past three years than the gains for White students. 

AISD's minimum competency requirements for gradual ion are higher 
than the state-adopted minimum competency l*2vel for the TABS. 
AISD graduates must perform at a higher level of mastery than 
that required by the State for mastery on the TABS. 

The topic for the writing sample has changed every year. Compar- 
isons of wr it irig scores across years is hot advisable . 
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This TABS report is published in two volumes. 

. Texas Assessment of Bas ic- Skills (TA&S) : 1982-83 Final Technical 



Texas Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS): 1982-83 Final Technical 
Report : Executive Summary (includes the first six appendices of 
the full report) 
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Appendix A: 
TABS: BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
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TEXAS ASSESSMENT OF BASIC SKILLS 1983 



Purpose 

In addition to being a state-mandated test, the Texas Assessment of Basic 
Skills (TABS) provides data re levant to the following information needs 
as stated in the 1982-1983 Evaluation Design for the State Compensatory 
Education Program: 



Information Needs Question 12 . How did Austin I SD students 
perform, y 'by grade and ethnicity, on the Texas Assessment 
of Basic Skills (TABS) ? 

Information Needs Question 13. How did the performance of 
Austin ISD students on the TABS in 1983 compare, by grade and 
ethnicity, with the performance of students in Austin ISD who 
took the test in previous years? 

Information Needs Question 1 4 . How did current Austin ISD 10th, 
11th , and 12th graders who uxd not score 30 or higher on the TABS 
in previous years score on the TABS, by ethnicity, in 1983. 

Information Needs Question 15 . What percentage of Austin ISD 
students, by ethnicity, who took the TABS in 1983 did not meet 
state minimum competency levels? 

I nformation Needs Question 16 . _ How does the percentage of stu- 
dents who took the TABS in 1983 and did hot meet state minimum 
competency levels compare with the percentages for previous years? 



Procedure 

Test Administration 

The fourth cycle of TABS was administered in 1983 districtwida to students 
in grades 3, 5, and 9, and to students in grades 10-12 who had not pre- 
viously demonstrated mastery on the TABS according to stata-set criteria. 
Administration of the TABS was on February 14 through 18, including make- 
Up testing. 

gr-fejadainistrat ion Procedures 

Test dates . Although TEA had set aside February 14 through 25, 1983 for 
administration of the TABS, Austin ISD limited testing* including make- 
ups, to the week of February 14-18. This decision was based on restric- 
tions in time for inspecting, completing, and repackaging materials after 
testing . 
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student information . For the second year in a row, TEA offered 
through the TABS contractor (Westinghouse DataScdre Systems) a demo- 
graphic data pregridding ( pres lugging) option for grade 5 and exit level 
(grades 9-12). Data to be pregridded included name, ID number, sex, 
birthdate, ethnicity, participation, lii free or reduced-price meal , 
Chapter 1, migrant instructional, bilingual, special education, and/or 
gifted and talented programs, as_well as language prof iciency student 
classification (LEP versus non-LEP) . The data tape containing this in- 
fromation (format on file in ORE) was due at Westinghouse Data Score 
Systems November 1, 1982, and was current as of October 30, 1982 
(program ESC WEST 1, 11-1-82). 

The first week of January 1983, all TABS materials arrived from TEA. 
Boxed by campud were test booklets, answer folders and school, grade, 
and class information forms, as well as school coordinator and test 
administrator manuals. 

Based on past experiences, and in order to reduce as much as possible 
the test burden on the schools, inventorying materials, coding, arid 
updating information was done at ORE, requiring 338.6 hours of hir^d 
temporary coders. Coders filled out answer documents for new students, 
corrected pregridded documents, and added retest status to grade 9 
documents. Coding to be done by school personnel was reduced to new 
students or changes as of January 6, 1983, and retest status of students 
in grades 10-12 who chose to take the test. 

Centralized coding of students in grade 3 was done by hand following a 
printout containing all necessary information (program SC-T DEMO 0301 and 
0601, 1-7-83) . 

Coding new students and program or status updates was based on printouts 
of the discrepancies between the tape sent to Westinghouse and a new 
version produced January 5 (ESC WEST 2) . 



Coding retest status was done with data compiled January 11 ^C-TELIG-0101 ) 
matching Austin ISD current enrollment and TABS tapes f-om 1980, 81 and 82 
Students who had previously taken TABS in other school districts had to be 
.i^ait with individual ly at each campus. 



Once centralized inventorying and coding Was .completed, materials were 
sent to schools January 31, and February 1 and 2. 



Training of school coordinators and test rdministrators . The SCE Evaluator 
who" acted as TABS District Coordinator for Austin TSD, attended the train- 
ing sessi'-n on TABS offered at the Regional Education Service Center XIII, 
January 21. The session consisted of a video tape of TEA staff explaining 
testing prticedares; 

Four training sessions for school coordinators were offered January 24-26 
(see Keeping Tabs on TABS, ORE publication 82.38 for schedule and other 
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information sent to school coordinators) . Attendance at TABS training 
sessions Was optional given that most school coordinators had been TABS 
school coordinators in the past and rib significant changes were made in 
the TfVBS procedures. 

Students tested ■ All students in grades 3, 5, arid 9, riot officially 
exempt, were to take the test. Non-exempt students in grades 10-12, 
who had taken_the TABS in previous years but had not demonstrated mastery 
according to TEA-set criteria, as well as those who had not previously 
taken the TABS, were given the opportunitv and encouraged to take it in 
accordance with Section 16.176(c) of the Texas Education Code. 

S tudent exemptions . The exemption policy used in the administration of the 
TABS was that set by the State Board of Education in Policy 38.01.030(a)(2). 
In accordance with this policy, the LST/ARD committee on each campus deter- 
mined the TABS testing status of each special education student. A printout 
(program SW-SE 050) was given to each TABS school coordinator with the test- 
ing status of each special education student in terms of three categories 
for each TABS section (reading, math, and writing): 

V « The student should take this section, and the score will 
be valid. 

E = The student should take this section for experience only 
(this section would not be scored) . 

Blank * The student should not take this TABS section. 

Any special testing procedure which the ARD committee considered should be 
used in testing each student was also listed. Changes in student exemption 
status had to be made through the LST/ARD committee and had to be reported 
to ORE as soon as they were made . 

Limited English Proficient (LEP) students were not exempt, regardless of 
classification. 

Demographic data. All the demographic data requested for the TABS answer 
documents except gifted and talented status (G/T) were available ' hrough 
the different program files . After the evaluator and/or programmer 
responsible for each file confirmed its currentness, the following files 
were accessed to prepare the preslugging tape and the data printouts for 
hand coding and updating: 

. Student Master File (SMF) 

. Free/ Reduced-Price Meal Program (CAFLAMST) 
. Chapter 1 Student Master File (TIMST-83) 
. Migrant Student Master File (ESCMIG-83) 

. Language (LANGFL) 

. Special Education Master File (SPEDFL) 
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TEA requires that students participating in stat r-f urided exemplary pro- 
grams (for gifted and talented students) be identified in the TABS answer 
documents. According to the coordinator of j>ifrod and talented programs 
in Austin ISD, none of the gifted and talented programs in the District 
is funded 100% with state funds ( 19TAC-89 . 55) . 

All preslugged TABS answer documents were coded "N M for gifted and talented 
(G/T) status as default. Teachers in programs reported as partially funded 
with state funds were instructed to change the status on the answer docu- 
ments of the students they were serving. 

Irival idat ions . All answer documents had a section labeled DO NOT SCORE. 
One bubble was to be filled in to invalidate each of the sections of the 
test. Invalidations were intended for use by the test administrators in 
circumstances where the student's score on the test would be invalid if 
returned, e.g., illness during the test, marking answers in the wrong 
place, or cheating, as well as absence or exemption. 



Test s ec urity . In accordance with TEA requirements, ORE took considerable 
care to maintain test security. 

. All testing materials were inventoried upon receipt by ORE. 

. Security requirements were communicated to school coordinators 
and principals. 

. Test materials were reinventor ied when returned to ORE after 
test administration. 

. School coordinators were required to send signed test security 
forms to ORE and file test security forms signed by each test 
admin is t rator . 

. School coordinators were required to send a written statement 

explaining the circumstances in the event of missing test booklets. 

With all these measures, however, some test booklets were unaccounted for 
when materials were returned to TEA. Exit-level booklets numbers 295476, 
296600, 296560, 296696, 296701, and 296704 were not accounted for in the 
final ORE inventory despite multiple recounts and communications with 
the schools involved. 

Data Analyses 

Westinghouse DataScore Systems processed all of the tests, including scoring 
of the writing samples, and provided each district the following (samples on 
file in ORE) 



. Confidential Student Reports 

; Confidential Student Labels 

. e amp us Summary 

. District Summary 
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. Demographic Summary 

. Campus Summary of LEP and Non-LEP Students 

. District Summaries of LEP and Non-fcEP Students 

. DO-NOT-SCORE Report 

Through additional analyses, ORE produced the following: 

. District Performance by Ethnicity Report 

: Exit-level Attainment of State Minimum Competency 

; Exit-level Performance by Junior High School Attendance 

. District Performance Comparisons (1980, 1981, 1982, and 1983). 

NOTE: ORE ASSUMES THAT THE TEST SCORES AND RELATED INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY WESTINGHOUSE DATASCORE SYSTEMS ARE CORRECT. MINOR DISCREPANCIES. BE- 
TWEEN RESULTS GENERATED BY ORE FROM THE DATA TAP E_ AND THOSE REPORTED BY 
WESTINGHOUSE DATASCORE SYSTEMS HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED. _ DISCREPANCIES .CON- 
CERNING NUMBER OF STUDENTS TESTED AND PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING 
TABS OBJECTIVES CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE CORRECTION AND UPDATING OF 
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION AT ORE AFTER ANALYSIS WAS PERFORMED AT WESTING- 
HOUSE DATASCORE SYSTEMS. 



System 

The TABS results presented in this report are reported as percentage of 
students demonstrating mastery of each objective. In addition, exit- 
level results include the percentage of students mastering each section 
of the test (reading, math, and writing) . 

Individual student reports present the raw scores obtained by the student 
(i.e., the number of questions answered correctly) . In addition to number 
of correct answers , the writing score includes the number of points 
assigned to the writing sample by two or three individual readers. 

Mastery of objectives . In each of *:he three subject areas a mastery leve 
was set for all objectives measured by multiple-choice items. To master 
an objective, a student must answer correctly at least three of the four 
items testing that objective. Writing samples measure three objectives 
(organization of ideas, response to stimulus, and handwriting) . A compos 
ite score is assigned for organization of ideas and response _tb stimulus 
following a "focused holistic scoring 11 guide developed specifically for 
TABS This score is reported as "Written Composition." Handwriting is 
rated separately as "acceptable,", "hard to read," "illegible, " or "not 
ratable . " 

Exit-level total test mastery. No total test mastery level has been 

established for reading, math, and writing for grades 3 and 5. However, 
a total mastery level has been set by the State Board of Education for 
the exit level tests.* 



It is important to point outthat TEA's minimum competency level for high school graduation 
Is 30/Ac» on the TA3S, whereas Austin ISD's minimum competency on the TABS id 28/55. 
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For the reading and mathematics exit-level tests^ a student must answer 
correctly at least 30 of the 44 items in order to demonstrate mastery 
according to the state . minimum _ competency criteria . Because of the 
importance of the writing sample^ the 'Written Composition 11 score 
obtained by the student was weighted more heavily than the score _cn t:h3 
multiple-choice items. Following is a detailed description of the 
writing sample scores and their weight* 



WHAT DOES EACH SCORE POINT MEAN? 
A general description of the.cHaractaisj^ L^^MP9_^^9P 
score point is listed be tow. These characteristics are common to ex- 
pressive, informative, and persuasive writing. 

0 The paper is not scorable because it is~blank or fails in other 
ways to respond to the LwHt[ni a^ign merit Such^ 
address a different topics copy or paraphrase the stimulus; 
be illegible; say. 'I don't know," or be written in a language 
other than English. 

1 Th e writer attempts to Ad dress the assrgfim erit but does not 
attend to the visual/verbal cuesJn a manner appropriate for 
thejjurpose arid audience specified (third graders are not ex- 
pected to address audience), or the wrj[er produces a 
response that is incoherent because of garbled syntax, ex- 
tremely confuted details, or e/rbrs in i writing mechanics that 
are so serious that they impair meaning. 

2 The writer produces a response that js rri|njmaily coris^jstent 
with verbal/visual cues of the assignment. However, the 
response is characterized by weaknesses, such as being 
generally undeveloped, skeletal and unela^rated. ramblirig 
off the topic, or containing major gaps or inconsistencies that 
cause confusion to the reader. 

3 T!?o_Writ.er produces a response consistent with the ver- 
bai/vlsuai cues of the assignment arid con^tajning some 
elaboration or development of the ideas, events, reasons, 
perceptions, or _dia^lc5ue, specific details, varied word choice, 
names of characters or places, explanations, definitions, or 
illustrations. This response may include minor gaps or incon- 
sistencies. However, they do riot cause confusion to the 
reader. 

4 The wriier produces a response that is wejl [developed _anrl 
organized systematically into a unified whole. The response 
will include many of the following: contains i a clear beginning 
and ending; remains on topic from beginning, to end; 
recojjriizes the needs of the audience and responds to those 
needs (not applicable to Grade »_3j; contajris an overall fluen- 
cy in the expression of ideas; has an absence of gaps, incon- 
sistencies, digressions, or needless repetitions; includes vivid 
words, phrases, or expressions of thought. 

WHAT ARE THE CRITERIA FiDiL SUCCESS. ON TRE VARIOUS 
TYPES OF WRITING MEASURED ON TABS? 

In addition to the general criteria for success, specific criteria include: 

ExpresaJve/Narrstlve 

• A narrative that has a sense of beginning and ending 

• A story that follows the narrative progression from beginning to 
end 



• A response that attempts to use sophisticated syntactic construc- 
tions, narrative devices, and parenthetical expressions 

• A response that includes rich details and varied word choices 

• A narrative in which elaboration is interconnected with the story 
line 

• A response that includes a series of at least three events occur- 
ring over time 

Informative/Descriptive 

• A description that is specific and elaborated 

• A response that remains on topic from beginning to end and does 
not digress into narration 

• * response that paints a vivid picture of the object or scene 
presented 

• ^J^'I^S^njzed J'ss^nse th^t de^nbej one feature at a time 
before moving on to describe another feature 

Persuasive/Descriptive 

• A response that states a posit ion and supports it with a set of 
reasons that are ciearjy developed, convincing, and appropriate 
to the specified audience 

• A composition in which introductory, transitional, and concluding 
elements are used effectively 

• A response ^hrch com of descriptive detail 
about possible results of the proposed action 



HOW IS MASTERY ON THE TABS 

WRITING TESTS DETERMINED? 

On the multiple-choice section of the writing rests, a student 
demonstrates mastery on each objective when at least three of the 
four Items testing that objective are answered correctly. 

No total writing test mastery iev*l has been established for Grades 
3 and 5. However, a total mastery ' level has been set by the State 
Board of Education for the exit level writing test. 



A formula, which weights the written composition Lmqj^e heavjjy than 
the mUlitple-chbice items, has been devised for determining master- 
on the total writing test. 



The total writing score is determined in the following manner: 

• The total number of items correct bri the objects measured by 
multiple-choice items is divided by_3 and rounded to the nearest 
whole number to obtain a converted score: 

• The i raw score ea>n^ on the written composition is multiplied 
by 4 to obtain a converted score: 

• Tne * wo converted scores are combined to obtain the total writing 
score. 
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Appendix B 
TABS RESULTS: SUMMARY 



ERIC 



B-l 

is 



GRADE 3 

MATHEMATICS 

Select. .Units of Me^urc 
Order Whole Numbers. .. 
Subtract Whole Numbers 
Complete NiBer PjiEEehis 
Identify Fractional Parts 
Read and Write Whole Suiters 
MA Slinle Ninnbers 
Solve Word Problems^ +; - 
identify Vaiiies of Honey 
Huitipiy Whole Numbers 



GRADE 5 



STffiNTS.. 
MASTERING 
662 

m 
m 
m 

831 

862 
862 



rni'Mics 



Solve. Word Problems: x; * _ . 
Ideiitilv CeoDieErlc Tefris, Figures 
Interpret Place Value 
Identify Equivalent Fractions 
Divide Whole Numbers 
Solve Word Problems: +; - 
Multiply Who 1 b Numbers 
Subtract Miolc Numbers 
Order Whole Numbers 
Select Units of Measure 
Add Whole Numbers 
Intreprrt Graphs 



STUDENTS 
MASTOT! 

612 

632 

632 

m 
m 
m 
m 

822 
Ht 
882 

m 



CRAliE 9 

MATHEMATICS 

Solve j'eriii'riiil Finance Problems 
Ike Kill lo/ProponU/Perccni 
Use Fraetlgiis/ilix No$!.+. x 
Solve Problems: i;.?; ss; > 
Use Measurement Units . 
Use Decimals +, fc , x, ■ 
Find Total Dollar rWunt/Cnrrect 

Change 

Determine Diisliifice/teciittoli °« Maps 
Multiply/Divide Whole Numbers 
teajj-interorei. ^^rts/^raphs 
Add/Subrrart iflinje Numbers 
Total MiiClieiii.it ics 



STUDENTS 

mastering 
m 
m 

m 
m 
m 

m 
w 
%i 

92% 
SSI 

m 



READ INC 

Identify Main Idea 
Sequence Events 
Recall Facts and Details' 
Understand Word Structures 

Use Context Clues 

Rerognhe Words Through Phonics 
Recognize Words hy S f gh C 
Follow Written Directions 



697, 

m 

33% 

m 
m 
m 

962 
971 



READING 

Distinguish FaU, Non-Fact 

Identify .Main Idea 

Predict OuCeoiiies 

Sequence Events 

Recall facts, Details 

Draw Cuncius icins 

Identify Character Feelings 

Follow Written Directions 

Use Maps, Marts 

Use Index 

Use Context Clues 



READING 

62% Use Parts of Book 

62% Hnke Generalizations 

682 Distinguish Faction-Fact 

7J2 Evaluate Information 

151 Identify 'lain Idea 

792 Perceive CatiM-Effect 

857, Draw Cbricliisloiis 

832 Sequence Events 

892 Use Map^ Charts 

502 Use. Reference Skills 

962 Khtlow. Written Directions 
Total Rending 



692 

m 
m 
m 
%: 
m 
m 
m 

812 

m 
%i 
m 



WRITING 

Punctuation 
Sentence Structure 
Capita ligation 
Correct English Usage 
Written Composition 
Spell (ok 
Handwriting 



B6Z 
792 
912 
91% 
962 
98% 
992 



WRITING 

PiiiicEuatJon 

Correct English Usage 
Senteiire Structure 
CflpirHl j/nt ion 
Commonly Used Forms 
Spelling . . 
Written Composition 
Handwriting 



WRITING 

692 Correct English Usprc 

hi l^uation 
83Z Sentence Structure 

902 Commonly Used Forms 

912 Spelling 
Q7% Capitalization 
982 Written Composition 

I0IIZ Handwriting^ 
Total Writing 



732 
762 
Ml 

m 

892 
912 
927 
9fiZ 
872 



Figure B-i; 
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RESULTS 



Appendix B presents Austin Independent School District's performance on the 
fourth testing cycle of the TABS. Firsts a summary table shows the TABS 
objectives in increasing order of percentage of students mastering each 
objective (Figure B-l , previous page). For exit level , the percentage of 
students mastering each area of the test is also reported. The remainder of 
this appendix is a summary of the changes in performance by objective in 
Austin ISD from 1980 to 1983. For each year* the number of objectives in- 
creasing and decreasing is reported > as well as the average number of percent- 
age points by which these objectives increased or decreased. 

In Appendix C, 1983 TABS results are compared with the results obtained by 
Austin, ISD in 1980, 1981, and 1982. This comparison is made by objective 
for all levels arid, in addition, the comparisons for exit level include the 
percentage of students who mastered each test (Figures C-l through 6-9). 

Appendix D presents the percentage of exit-level students meeting state mastery 
levels on the TABS (Figures D-l and D-2) . 

Appendix E is a summary of the performance on the TABS by the three largest 
ethnic groups in Austin ISD. Complete data and comparisons by objectives are 
presented in Appendix H of the full Technical Report. 

Appendix F includes campus comparisons (Subject Area Performance Summaries) 
by objective for grades 3, 5, and 9. These comparisons are based on all stu- 
dents tested at these grades. 

Appendix G (Technical Report only) includes the demographic summary, presenting 
demographic data by grade level, by campus and for the District. 

Performance by objective by Indian, Asian, Black, Hispanic, and White students 
is presented in Appendix H (Technical Report only) . 

Appendices I and J (Technical Report only) are the individual campus reports 
for elementary schools and high schools respectively. 

Note: Numbers generated by analyses done at Westinghouse may vary from those in 
other figures because the demographic codes were updated by ORE after reports 
were received from TEA/Westinghouse. Minor discrepancies In the percentage of 
students mastering objectives in the different analyses are due to rounding 
errors . 

AISD PERFORMANCE, 1983 

On the 1983 TABS test AISD continued a general upward trend at all grade levels. 
The percentage of students demonstrating mastery has declined on a small num- 
ber of objectives each year; however, considerably more objectives have in- 
creased in the percentage of students at a mastery level. Each year -> the aver- 
age number of objectives mastered by AlSD students has Increased. 

Following Is a summary of the changes on the _three_TABS_ tests in grades 3, 5, 
and 9 from 1980 (1981 for grade 3) through 1983. _ Detailed performance compari- 
sons, by objectives, are presented in bar-graph form immediately after the 
summary. 
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GRADE 3 



MATHEMATICS (.16 Objectives) 



1981-1982 


9 objectives increased (+6.5 percentage points average) 

1 objective decreased (-2^0 percentage points) 

MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +5.7 percentage points 


1982-1983 


6 objectives increased (+3.5 
2 objectives decreased (-2.0 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE : 


percentage points average) 
percentage points average) 
+1.7 percentage points 


READING (8 ( 


Dbjectives) 




1981-1982 


7 objectives increased (+6,8 
1 objective decreased (-4.0 
READING AVERAGE CHANGE: +5. 


percentage points average) 
percentage points) 
5 percentage points 


1982-1983 


7 objectives increased (+2.9 

0 objectives decreased 

READING AVERAGE CHANGE: +2. 
t 


percentage points average) 
5 percentage points 


WRITING (5 


Objectives Multiple Choice) 



1981-1982 



1982-1983 



5 objectives increased (+8.2 percentage points average) 
0 objectives decreased 

WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE: +8.2 percentage points 

Written Composition decreased (-25.0 percentage points) 
Handwriting increased (+i.O percentage point) 



4 objectives increased (+3,8 percentage points average) 
1 objective decreased (-4^0 percentage points) 

WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE: +2.2 percentage points 

Written Composition increased (+29.0 perc entage points) 



Multiple-choice items only 



IB 



GRADE 5 

MATHEMATICS (12 Objectives) 



1980-1981 



1981-1982 



8 objectives increased (+4; 3 percentage points average) 
2 objectives decreased (-6; 5 percentage points average) 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +1.4 percentage points 

6 objectives increased (+5.0 percentage points average) 
2 1 objectives decreased 1 (-3.0 percentage points average) 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +2.0 percentage points 



9 objectives increased (+5.3 percentage points average) 
3 objectives decreased (-2 . 7 percentage points average) 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +3.3 percentage points 



READING (11 Objectives) 



1980-1981 



1981-1982 



1982-1983 



4 objectives increased (+7.2 percentage points average) 
7 objectives decreased (-5.4 percentage points average) 
READING AVERAGE CHANGE: -2.8 percentage points 



9 objectives increased (4.7 percentage points average) 
1 objective decreased (-3.0 percentage points) 
READING AVERAGE CHANGE: +3.5 percentage points 



9 objectives increased (+4.4 percentage points average) 
i objective decreased (-1.0 percentage point) 
READING AVERAGE CHANGE: +3.5 percentage points 



WRITING (6 Objectives Multiple- Choice) 



1980-1981 



1981-1982 



1982-1983 



1 obj ective increased (+1.0 percentage point) 
4 objectives decreased (-2.2 percentage points average) 
WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE : -1;3 percentage points 
Written Composition decreased (-13.0 percentage points) 



2 obj ectives increased (+1.5 percentage po ints average) 
2 objectives decreased (-1.0 percentage point average) 
WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE: +0;2 percentage points 
Written Composition decreased (-13.0 percentage pbir^s^ 



4 objectives increased (+3.0 percentage points average) 
i objective decreased (-1.0 percentage point) 
WRITING* AVERAGE eHMGE^ +1.8 percentage points 
Written Composition increased (+28.0 percentage points) 
Handwriting increased (1.0 percentage points) 



t iple-chbice itens only. 
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GRAPE 9 (All Students) 



MATHEMATICS (11 Objectives) 



9 objectives increased (-1-2,9 percentage points average) 

2 objectives decreased (2.5 percentage points avergae) 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +1' L 9 percentage points 
Students mastering test: NO CHANGE 

8 objectives increased ( 3 : 7 percentage points average) 

3 objectives decreased (-3 5 percentage points average) 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +1.8 percentage points 
Students mastering test: +4.0 percentage points 

8 objectives increased (+3.6 percentage points average) 
5 objectives decreased (-17 percentage points average) 
MATHEMATICS AVERAGE CHANGE: +2.2 percentage points 
Students mastering test: +2.0 percentage points 



READINC (11 Objectives) 



1980-1981 



1981-1982 



I982-19S3 



3 objectives increased (+2:0 percentage points average) 
8 objectives decreased (-5.9 percenta|e points average) 
READING AVERAGE CHANGE: -3.0 percentage points 
Students mastering test: -3.0 percentage points 



7 objectives increased *-N5.9 percentage points average) 
4 objectives decreased (-2.0 percentage points average) 
READING AVERAGE CHANGE: _ +2.0 percentage points 
Students mastering test: +2.0 percentage points 

10 objectives increased (+6.1 percentage points average) 
_l Qbj_ectiV_e decreased (l.Q percentage point) 
READING AVERAGE . CHANGE : +5 .5 percentage .points _ 
Students, mastering test: +8.0 percentage points 



WRITING (6 Objectives Multiple-Choice) 



1980-1981 



1981-1982 



1932-1983 



3 objectives increased (+6:0 percentage points average) 
3 objectives decreased (-2.0 percentage points average) 
WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE ; +2^0 percentage points 
Written. Composition increased (+24^0 percentage points) 
Handwriting increased (+1.0 percentage_point) 
Students mastering test: +20 percentage points 



4 objectives increased (A. 2 percentage points average) 

1 bbjective_decreased_l2 .0 percentage_points) 

WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE: +2 .5 percentage points 

Written Composition decreased (-5.0 percentage points) 
Handwriting decreased (-2.0 percentage points) 
Students mastering test: -3.0 percentage points 



6 objectives increased (+3:5 r^rcentage points average) 
0 objectives decreased 

WRITING* AVERAGE CHANGE^ _+3 ± . percentage points 
Written Composition increased (12.0 percentage points) 
Students-ma st e ring t es t : +irJ3_oef eenuage points 



* Multiple choice irems only. 
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Appendix C 
FOUR-YEAR TREND: 1980 - 1983 
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ABBREVIATION KEY 



GRADE 3 GRADE 5 



>'3thewac_lc_3 Mathematics 

Rfcau .'Write i : Read and Write Whole Numbers Geom. Terms : Geometric Terns and Figure. 

Order '''a : Order Whole Numoers Place Value : interpret piace Value 

Add ; >'3 : Ada Whole Numbers Add i)*s : Add Whole Numbers 

Subc "s Subtract Whole Numbers Subtract S's : Subtract Whole Numbers 

-S'-Wd. Prbbi : Solve Word Problems: Add/Subtract Mult iply # *s : Mult ip ly- WhoK Numbers 

Patt'-rns- : Complete MumBer Patterns Divide d's. : Divide. Whole Numbers . 

Multiply '*'s : Multlplf Whole Numbers +,- Wd:Pr6b. : Solve Word Problems: Add/Subtract . 

Fract ~. Parts : Identify Fraction Parts x,t Wd.Prbb. : Solve Word Problems: Mul t iply / Divide 

y^riey Values : Identity Values of Money Measures : Select Units of Measure 

.Measures : Select Units of Measure Graphs : In terPret Graphs _ 

Equal Fract . : Identify. Equivalent Fractions 

Order tf's : Order Whole Numbers 

Residi ng. _ _ Reading 

Main Idea. : Identify .Main Idea... v* in _ Id *«._ : ^ er } cl fy_'" la * n 

F3ccs/D«tail Recall Facts and Details Facts/Detail : Recall Facts t Details 

Sequence : Sequence Events Sequence : Sequence events 

Directions : Follow Written Directions Fac/Non-Fact : Distinguish Fact. Non-Fact 

Phonics : Recognize Words through Phonics Conclusions : Draw Conclusions 

Context Clue : Use Context Clues PredTOutcotne : Predict Outcomes 

Wd.Structure : Understand Word Structure Context Clae : Use Context Clue: 

Sight Words : Recognize Words By Sight Cse Index : Use Index 

Maps/Charts : Use Maps, Charts. 

Directions : Follow. Written Directions. _ 

Id Character : Identify Character Feelings 

yricinji . ... Writing _ 

Spilling : Spelling ., Spelling _ : Spelling 

Punctuation : Punctuation Pu n c Cu»cion : Punctuation 

Capitalizing :_ Capitalization. Capitalizing : Capitalization 

Usage : Correct English Usage ^ a 8? : Correct English Usage 

>>«Dtences _ : Sentence Structure Sentences : Sentence Structure 

Composition : Composition Common Forms : Commonly Used Forms 

Handwriting : Handwriting Composition : Composition 

Handw r i t ihg : Ha hdvr i 1 1 hg 



GRADE 9 

Mathematics ; _ 

Add/ Sub t '!'s : Add/ Subtract Whole Numhers 

Mult/Div f/'b : Multiply/ Divide Whole Numbers 

*-,x,t Prob Solve Problems Add/ Sub , /Vult Divide 

Fract. : Use Fract ions /Mixed Numbers: Add/Sub. 

+ ? ~ f ^ t ; beci : Cse becix.a.s: Aid/ Sub . /Mult . / Divide 

Finance Prob : Solve Personal Finance Problems 

Money/change : Find Total Dollar Amount/Change 

Measures : lise Measurement Units. 

Ratib/Prcp : Use RatI6/Pr6porei6n7Percer:t 

Map : Dist/Loc : Determine DIsfar.ce/location cn Maps 

Chart s/ Graph : Read , Interpret Char t i /Graphs 

Reading : . 

Main Idea : Identify Main Idea 

Sequence :_ Sequence Events 

Cause/Effect : Perceive Cause - Effect 

Ey*il. info : Evaluate Information 

Fac/ Son-Fact : Distinguish Fact , Non-Fact 

Conclusions : Draw Conclusions 

Generalizing : Make Generalizations 

Directions : Follow Written Direction-; 

Use Bic Parts : Use Parts of 366k-- 

Referehcir.g : Cse Reference Skills 

Maps/Charts : Use Maps. Charts 

Wrl t ihg : 

Spelling ? Spelling 

"'ip.ctuat ion : Pync ttiac ion 

Capitalizing : Capitalization 

Usd^e ? Cprr-icc English Ujage 

Sentences : Sentence Structure 

Common Ftt^s : COTr.oniy t'jed Fyrms 
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EXIT-LEVEL MASTERY 
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STUDENTS DEMONSTRATING EXIT-LEVEL MASTERY 



As mentioned before - 9 the exit— level mastery criteria established by 
the state for the TABS is 30 of 44 items (68%) answered correctly. 
For writing | students must score at least a 2 on the writing com- 
position (0-4 scale) arid answer correctly at least 15 of the 24 
mul tiple—chbice items. 



The mastery criteria established by the state are lower than those 
established by Austin ISD for high school graduation. A minimum of 
38 correct items in math arid in reading is required for AISD gradua- 
tion. Therefore, a student may master the TABS tests but still need 
to demonstrate a higher achievement level for graduation from AISD. 
/ 

Figure D-l shows the percentage of students in grades 9 , 10, 
11, and 12 mastering each area of the TABS, each of the years in which 
the tests have been given. Figure E>-2 shows the percentage of students 
at each high school mastering each area of the TABS this year. Mastery 
of individual objectives by high school students is presented in Appen- 
dices F and J. Appendix F includes also the percentage of students in 
grade 9 this year, who were in the same junior high during 1980-81 and 
1981-82 and who mastered the TAES objectives and the TABS tests. 

The goals of the State Board of Education is to have 85% of the exit- 
level students mastering math and reading by 1983 and 85% mastering 
writing by 1985. 

An examination of the percentage of students mastering the math arid 
reading sections of the TABS reveals that: 

o The percentage of students mastering math has beeJri 
higher every year the_test has been administered 
at grades 9, 10, arid 11. 

o Although the performance of students in grade 9 
declined in reading the second year in which the 
test was administered i ever since, and for every 
grade level, the percentage of students mastering 
the test has increased. 

d The pet entage of first-time tested students mas- 
tering the TABS (ail three areas) has been higher 
than the percentage of retested students mastering 
the tests every year the test has been offered to 
retested students. 

b The percentage of exit-level students tested for the 
first time is 5 percentage points below the 1983 
goal in math, 3 percentage points below the 1983 
goal in reading, and 4 percentage points above the 
1985 goal in writing. 
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1980 



1981 



1982 



1983 




WRITING 



M = MATH R - RIDING 

Figure D-l. PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING TABS EXIT- LEVEL . Students Tested In 
Grades 9 Through 12, First Time and Retested, 1980-1983. 
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Figure D~2. PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS BY HIGH SCHOOL (AND RANK) MASTERING TABS 1983. 
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Appendix E 
SUMMARY BY ETHNICITY 
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Summary by Ethnicity 



This section of the report presents AISD performance results by ethnicity 
for students in grades 3, 5, and 9 in the years the test has been admin- 
istered. Results by objective, for five ethnic groups are presented in 
Appendix H of the full Technical Report, but because of the small number 
of Indian and Asian students, the following summary will only consider 
the results for Black, Hispanic, and White students in grades 3, 5, and 
9, 

o In the three ares of the test, at all grade levels, White 
students performed higher than Black and Hispanic students 
(12 percentage points average higher than Hispanic students 
and 16 percentage points average higher than Black students) . 

o Overall, Hispanic students performed higher than Black stu- 
dents (3.6 percentage points) except for reading at grade 3, 
in which Black students outperformed Hispanic students by 1 
percentage point. 

b Over the past three years , the gains for Hispanic and Black 
students were greater than the gains for White students; 
(Figures E-l through E-3) thus, narrowing the gap between 
the performance of the three groups. 
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Reading 
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Writing 
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73 
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43 
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O , ure E-i, GAINS IN PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING THE THIRD-GRADE TABS OBJECTIVES BY ETHNICITY, 
EM& Baseline for trends is 1981 performance. 
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cofrgure E-2, CAINS IN PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS MASTERING THE FIFTH-GRADE TABS OBJECTIVES BY ETHNICITY. 
■Ma Baseline for trends is 1980 performance. 
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Appendix F 



CAMPUS COMPARISONS 
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